IEEE Announces 2006 Fellows
T he IEEE Board of Directors recently conferred the title of Fellow upon 271 senior members of the IEEE, including 63 Computer Society members (out of 114 original nominees).
IEEE policy limits the total number of Fellows selected in any one year to no more than 0.10 percent of the IEEE's total voting membership. With IEEE membership now standing at more than 350,000 professionals, this year's Fellows class is even more exclusive than the policy mandates. Senior IEEE members have already demonstrated outstanding achievement in engineering.
The original 1912 constitution of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, a forerunner of the IEEE, outlined a procedure for naming Fellows. Today, Fellow status recognizes a person who has established an extraordinary record of achievement in any of the IEEE fields of interest.
One IEEE member with no society affiliation was named a 2006 Fellow for his contributions to computing: Wen-Lian Hsu, of the Academia Sinica, for contributions to natural-language systems and bioinformatics.
The Computer Society members whose names appear below are now IEEE Fellows, effective 1 January 2006. An accompanying citation details the accomplishments of each new Fellow. In cases where a Computer Society member has been named a Fellow based on contributions to a field other than computing, the name of the evaluating IEEE society appears after the citation. 
Preparing a nomination
Essential to a successful nomination is a concise account of a nominee's accomplishments, with emphasis on the most significant contribution. The nominator The IEEE and its member societies cooperate each year to select a small group of outstanding professionals for recognition as IEEE Fellows. A senior IEEE member who has achieved distinction in his or her field can be named an IEEE Fellow only after being nominated for the honor. All such nominations undergo rigorous review before the IEEE Board of Governors votes to bestow the prestigious rank of Fellow.
For information regarding nominating a candidate for IEEE Fellow recognition, visit www.ieee.org/fellows/. The Electronic Fellow Nomination Process is detailed at www. ieee.org/portal/pages/about/awards/fellows/ Electronic_Fellow_Nomination_Process .html.
The deadline for Fellow nominations is 1 March. In the event that the online nomination process is unsuitable, paper nomination materials can be obtained from the IEEE Fellow Committee, 445 Hoes Lane, PO Box 1331, Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331; voice +1 732 562 3840; fax +1 732 981 9019. Hard copies can also be obtained by request from fellows@ieee.org. Nominators should avoid submitting the forms via fax.
Nominees
A nominee must be a senior member at the time of nomination and must have been an IEEE member at any level for the previous five years. This includes exchange, student, associate, member, senior, and honorary member as well as the life category of membership. It excludes affiliates, however, because this category does not comprise IEEE members. The five-year requirement must be satisfied at the date of election, 1 January 2007; thus, a nominee must have been a member at any level continuously since 31 December 2001. The five-year membership requirement may be waived in the case of nominees in Regions 8, 9, and 10. Fellows are never named posthumously.
Nominators
A nominator need not be an IEEE member. However, nominators cannot be IEEE staff or members of the IEEE Board of Directors, the Fellow Committee, the technical society, or council evaluation committee.
IEEE Fellow Nominations Due 1 March
Yervant Zorian, Chair, 2006 Computer Society Fellows Committee 
Computer Society Celebrates Anniversary with History Competition
Celebrating its 60th anniversary this year, the IEEE Computer Society is the world's oldest computer society, serving a large membership that is spread out around the world.The Society's activities include publishing a sizable percentage of the world's peer-reviewed computer literature, working to standardize all aspects of computing (for example,Wi-Fi), and promoting high standards in computer science education.The CHC 60 contest has several specific objectives that support the Society's mission.
CHC 60 OBJECTIVES
The first objective is to promote the history of computing. All too often, universities teach very little computer science history because of the pressure to cover so much theoretical and practical material. However, history is a vital component of the computing curriculum. Students need to appreciate how today's computer systems were created and the technical, economic, and political forces that drove the computer industry.
Another key objective is to promote teamwork.The CHC 60 competition requires a group of students to work together.This helps prepare students for professional life, where they will inevitably work as part of a team. Teamwork requires more than simply dividing a task into subtasks; it requires students to keep to deadlines and to work with each other.
Third, contest organizers have designed the rules to encourage students to create a high-quality Web site that tells a story about the history of computing.To win the competition, a team must do more than simply relate facts; they must display them in an interesting and appealing way. In later life, students will have to promote the products they are designing and manufacturing.
Finally, the competition encourages students to carry out original research, a key component of future success in academia and industry.A team cannot win CHC 60 simply by finding a book or article on computer history and copying a chapter.They must perform their own research using a range of reference materials. In particular, credit will be given to teams that cover unusual (or more obscure) aspects of computer history. For example, the origin of the first microprocessor has been covered many times. However, the reasons that excellent computer A failed to thrive, while lesser computer B grabbed the lion's share of the market, might be less well-known.
The student teams are also encouraged to examine the role of women in computing or the contributions to computing made by countries that are not usually associated with the development of the computer.
CHC 60 organizers are accepting entries until 15 March. For full contest details, visit www.computer.org/education/chc60/.
-CHC 60 Chair Alan Clements, University of Teesside, Middlesbrough, UK should identify the IEEE society or council that can best evaluate the nominee's work and must send the nomination form to the point of contact for that group. For the IEEE Computer Society, the point of contact is Lynne Harris, whose address appears at the end of this article.
Careful preparation is important. Endorsements from IEEE entities such as sections, chapters, and committees and from non-IEEE entities and non-IEEE individuals are optional but might be useful when these entities or individuals are in the best position to provide credible statements.
References
The nominator should select referrers who are familiar with the nominee's contributions and can provide insights into these achievements. For nominees in the US and Canada, references must be from IEEE Fellows; outside the US and Canada, senior members can provide references if necessary. References cannot come from IEEE staff or from members of the IEEE Board of Directors, the Fellow Committee, the technical society, or council evaluation committee. While a minimum of five references are needed, seeking the maximum number of eight is strongly recommended.
Evaluation of nominees
In evaluating nominations, the IEEE Fellow Committee considers the following criteria:
• 
Resubmission of nominations
Typically, less than half of the nominations each year are successful. Therefore, even highly qualified individuals might not succeed the first time. Because reconsideration of a nominee is not automatic, nominators are encouraged to update and resubmit nominations for unsuccessful candidates. To resubmit these materials, nominators should ensure that the nomination forms are current. The deadline for resubmission is the same as for new nominations.
Nomination deadline
The IEEE Fellow Committee must receive 2006 nomination forms by 1 March. The staff secretary must also receive at least five Fellow-grade reference letters directly from the referrers by that date. In addition, the evaluating society or council must also receive a copy of the nomination by 1 March. The deadline will be strictly enforced.
If the evaluation is to be conducted by the Computer Society, send a copy, preferably via e-mail, to Lynne Harris, IEEE Computer Society, 1730 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20036-1992 ; voice +1 202 371 0101; fax +1 202 728 9614; l.harris@computer.org. I
IEEE Foundation Grants Support Education
To support a broad spectrum of educational projects in fields of interest to the IEEE, the IEEE Foundation each year awards a number of generous grants.The Foundation is now soliciting proposals for grant funds to be distributed later in 2006.
The IEEE Foundation was established in 1973 "exclusively to support the scientific and educational purposes of IEEE."
PAST RECIPIENTS
The IEEE Foundation recently awarded three new grants totaling $47,500.The grants fund projects that include a technology lecture series for middle and high school students, a young scholar award program, and a student-led conference in IEEE Region 9.These three new grants bring the total the IEEE Foundation invested in projects that seek to improve the world's technological literacy to more than $135,000 during 2005.
A full list of the grants awarded in 2005 is available at www.ieee.org/ organizations/foundation/2005grants.html.
GRANT APPLICATIONS
The IEEE Foundation bestows program grants and subsidies that support education, history, and other special initiatives.
Proposed projects must endeavor to improve education in mathematics, science, and technology from precollege through continuing education; preserve, study, or promote the history of IEEE-associated technologies; recognize major contributions to these technologies; or provide a major contribution to communities served by the IEEE.
Guidelines 
